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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPOBT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PLAYaKOUNDS, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



Washington, D. C, August 16, 1927, 

To the Commissioners of the District of Columbia : 

The supervisor of playgrounds presents herewith her twelfth re- 
port, which is the sixteenth annual re]M)rt of the department of play- 
grounds. This covers the period from Jidy 1, 19i2G, to June 80, 1927. 

Two now ])]ay^roiinds were opened »ruly 1, ID-JC). Twenty-eij^ht 
jiiiini('ij)al ^I'ouiids were in operation, with supervision for the full 
12 uiouths, for (lie first time in the city's history; with 1 play sta- 
tion, 85 school <j;rouii(ls were ()j)en duriniji: tlie summer, and 10 of 
tliesc <;rouiids remained open daily after school durin«i: the school 
term both fall and spring, so that the number of play centers open 
at any one time varied from 64 during the summer, 89 in the fall 
and spring, to 29 in January and February. The department also 
looks after the Reno Tennis Courts on the concrete cover of the 
Reno Reservoir in Tenleytown, the 3 municipal swimming pools on 
the Monument Lot, the 8 })layground swimming pools, and 5 wading 
pools. Among the extended uses to the comnnmity of the municipal 
playgrounds is the play station at Children's Hospital. It has been 
possible to give play facilities to most sections of the city, however, 
nol yet within walking distance of all tlie cliildren of the District. 
A well-bahmced pi'ogram of athletics has been combined witli a sufti- 
cient amount of conslructive play to keep the children interested. 

The playground is the gathering place where children from 
different homes coi^ie together to have a common interest, where they 
learn that success depends on their ability to work with others. The 
games and activities are the means used to secure fundamental 
results — ^habits of honesty, regard for others as well as the fine art 
of cooperation, how to lead, when to submit, when to call help, when 
to resist, and how to command. We believe that recreation aside 
irom its j)k'asure purpose and its health-giving qualities, is an essen- 
tial activity in tlie building of character and citizenshij). 

I he aim of the i)laygi'ound department is to ])r()vide for the chil- 
<livn an op])()rtunity for physical betterment and to })rovide real fun. 
It promotes beneficial sports and games that should develop desire 
of efficiency, sense of justice, and admiraticm of skill. In the schedule 
of the different activities care is taken to adapt the event to the 
strength of the children. It is the policy of the department to em- 
ploy only expefleneed inaitiructors or those who /have taken our 
playground training course*. . 

Wasliington has done much for the i)layground movement in gen- 
^'•■:>1- It was here that the first training class for playground workers 
li^'ld. It was here that the thought was born and spread that 
playgrounds were good for all the children of all the people. Until 
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a playground was opened in the District in a well-to-do neighbor- 
hood, playgrounds the country over were for poor children only. It 
was here that the daily press gave more attention to the needs of the 
playgrounds than was given in nuiiiy other cities. Washington news- 
papers lead the way in giving playground activities space as news 
items faniiliarizinji: the public with playground work and its benefits. 
The atliletics of the public elementary schools of tlie District of 
Columbia are played oft' on the municipal playgrounds, where teams 
re})resenting the schools in basket ball, baseball, and soccei*. for boys; 
basket ball and schlag ball for girls, i)lay foi- the division and city 
championship. The attendance is not obligatoi'v. but is fostered and 
encouraged by many school principals, who believe, that more than 
being good exercise and fine sport, the athletic games promote school 
spirit and loyalty. These contests are carefuBy supervised by the 
playground director. All athletic goods are furnished by the munici- 
pal playground department, and a high standard of sportsmanship is 
maintained. 

The ])layground directors encourage extensive rather than intensive 
athletics, having found that highly specialized athletics destroy the 
l)lay idea. They feel every boy and girl should have an e(|iial chance 
in the general s])()rts, and should i)lay each game long enough to 
develop teamwork. The game is of the most intei'est when the rules 
have been learned by all and o])portunity given each to accpiire profi- 
ciency in the playing of it. In our system of competition we \mt as 
much emphasis on the conduct of the players as on the winning of 
the contest, thus in a way our j^lay may be considered an individual 
matter, although the effort of the instructor is directed to the group 
rather than coaching to high efficiency the individual. Individual 
accom])lishinents are encouraged, especially through the athletic 
badge tests, where the award is for progress and ability in self- 
mastery rather than mastery of opponents. The tests are offered to 
determine how neai'ly every boy and girl measures up to normal 
standard of strength and skill. 

When we take into consideraticm the intolerable condition of the 
city streets as a play space for children, we believe the best way to 
meet the long, idle summer vacation days is supervised play in scifiool 
yards even though most of those yards are too small to take care of 
any but the little children. 

in the past five years our growth has not been so much by the 
purchase of new grounds as in the opening of locked-up school yards. 
l>y clearing out the rubbish, these old yards have become new play- 
grounds with sui)ervisi(m for the children of Washington through 
the numicijial playground department under the supervision of the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 

The park playgrounds are far more attractive to the children than 
the school grounds. The children enjoy the green grass and shade 
and the border plantings, which they never disturb. On school play- 
grounds there is little beauty of design and almost never room for 
a ball field ; most of the school playgrounds are small and suitable for 
the youngest children only. It is a constant grief to us that the 
older boys must daily be sent elsewhere to play; if allowed on the 
smaller grounds the little children are crowded out entirely. 
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We are very enthusiastic about mass-play games. There is much 
free play and quiet games; there are tennis tournaments, tin-can 
<jfolf, roller-skatmg contests, quoit pitching, and the athletic badge 
test for boys and girls, and track and field events on each ground are 

of <ireat interest. 

The facilities for active recreation in our Federal parks and public- 
school yards, in addition to those of the inuiiici])al department, were 
used very extensively. This has been the most successful year the 
playground department has ever experienced. Few cities in the 
country carry on as diversified a program. All of our grounds are 
used to the fullest capacity. This does not mean, however, all are 
crowded at every hour of the day, for there is always a rising and 
falling tide of children. It does mean that the average attendance 
taxes ev( ry resource of those in charge of the ground. The need of 
more play fields is apparent. 

AVe have not generous equipment on our grounds, but what we have 
is well chosen, well set, and very attractive to the children. A good 
supply of* material is very necessary and helps to keep the children 
busy and hai)py. 

Instrncti(m is given in many kinds of handwork. In our occupa- 
tional play the children are taught the things that interest them— 
needle work, darning, embroidery, crocheting, tatting, knitting, 
machine sewing, jig sawing, flower making, paper cutting, the making 
of small garments, and basketry of various sorts of reed, raffia, and 
splints. 

Exhibitions were held on each ground at the close of the summer 
season; parents and neighbors were invited to see the Avork. An 
exhibit of handwork done by the Washington children on numici- 
pal playgrounds during the ])ast summer was installed in the indus- 
trial exiiibit of the Washington Chamber of Commerce in the Wash- 
ington Auditorium, March 9 to 19. In the exhibit was a model 
. playground, made possible by using miniature models of play- 
ground apparatus loaned by the Everwear Co. The exhibit com- 
prised drawings, modeling, woodwork, basketry, sewing, crocheting, 
embroidery, and paper furniture. There was opportunity to give 
information regarding playgrounds to many visitors. 

One of the most pleasant duties performed by this department 
during the year was assisting the Agricultural Department's Exten- 
sion Bureau in the entertainment of its 4r-H Chib honor members on 
the occasion of a convention held in Washington, which was in 
session from June IG to 28. Eighty girls and 80 boys and their 
leaders were camped on the Agi'iculture gi'ounds near the municipal 
pools. Arrangements were made by F. J. Brunner, superintendent, 
whereby the pools were opened at G a. m. with life guards and at- 
tendants on duty, so that the young visitors could enjoy a plimge 
before breakfast. Richard S. Tennyson, director of boys' activities, 
and Miss Maude N. Parker, director of girls' activities of the play- 
ground department, were invited to conduct games with the entire 
group. A program of mass play events wias given and the young 
peoi)le evinced keen enjoyment in what was to most of them new 
games. 

During the year several gifts wc^-e I'eceived by the department that 
aided in the promotion of activities. The Washington Post gave 
cups and medals for three field and track meets, namely, boys' track 
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meet on Avhite grounds, <2:irls' track meet on white ^rrounds, and 
boys' track meet on colored grounds. With these trophies as an 
added incentive, interest in the annual meets was increased greatly. 
Waif Orel Bros., sporting goods dealers, gave two cui)s as trophies 
to tlie eastern and western champions in tlie elementary-school soccer 
tournament, conducted by this department. Heretofore the sectional 
winners have not been rewarded. George & Co., clothiers, renewed 
their annual Christmas gifts of several hundred pairs of gloves and 
caps to the playground children. These were distributed by the 
playground directors to those who were most in need. 

Our three playground swimming pools were open from 9 to 12 
hours per day. Georgetown and Rosedak' from 9 a. m. until 6 p. m., 
where regular swimming classes were hekl daily. Ploward, the only 
pool foi" c()k)red })e()))le in tlie city, Avas open from G a. ni. until 6 
p. ni., with mixed bathing fi-oni B to 9 a. m.. then regular swimming 
classes both morning and afternoon. The attendance at Georgetown 
pool was 10,402 boys and 9,12)] girls, making a total of 19,525. The 
attendance at Rosedale was 18,121 boys and 14,870 girls,, making a 
total of 32,991. For Howard pool, boys and men, 26,733; girls and 
women, 9,914, making a total of 36,647; total for playground pools 
89,163. 

Under the direction of F. J. Brunner. superintendent of the munic- 
ipal bathing pools, hundreds of girls and boys attended the ele- 
mentary instruction classes. In addition to elementary instruction, 
there were classes in life sa^•ing and fancy diving which wore taken 
advantage of by the swimmers of the city, both men and women. The 
pools were open from G a. m. to G p. m. with mixed bathing the first 
three hours. On Monday, Wednesday, and Fi iday the ])ools were 
open from 9 to 4 for girls, from 4 to 0 for women. On Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday from 9 to 4 for boys, and from 4 to 6 for 
men. Three thousand, four hundred and ninety-five attended classes, 
57,554 total attendance at pools. 

LIST OF MUNICIPAL PLAYGROUNDS 

WHITE 

Blomningdale. — First and Bryant Streets NW. 
Burroughs. — EigrJiteenth and Monroe Streets NB. 

Cher If Chaxe. — Forty-first and Livingston Streets NW. 

Columbia Heights. — Columbia Koad NW., between Georgia and Sherman 

Avenues, 

aalliuf/cr.—F Street NW., between Twenty-first and Twenty-second Streets. 

aarficld.—i^vcona and F St'roe^ts SE. 
Georyctown. — Thirty-tliird Street and Volta I'lace NW. 
Happy Hollow. — Eighteenth Street and Kalorama Road NW. 
Hoover. — Second Street and Delaware Avenue SW. 

Iowa Avenue— Iowa Avenue NW., Itetween Varnum and Webster Streets. 
Mitchell Park. — Twenty-third and S Streets NW. 
Montrose Porfc.— Thirtieth and R Streets NW. 

New York A rrmie.—Virst Street and New York Avenue NW. 
Park View. — Warder jmd Otis Streets NW. 

PhUlips.— Between Eighth, Ninth, Longfellow, and Madison Streets NW. 
Plaaa. — Second and E Streets NE. 

Rofiedale. — Sevent(>ent.li and Kramer Streets XE. * 
Tttfcowi a.— Fourth, Fifth, Van Buren, and Whittier Streets NW. 
Thomson.— Twelfth and L Streets NW. 
Tmn Oaks. — Fourteenth and Taylor Streets NW. 

Virginia iivefme.— Virginia Avenue SE., between Ninth and Eleventh Streets. 
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Cardoza. — First and I Streets SW. 

Harry Farm. — Nicliols Avpime, Anacostla, D. 0. 

Jjtx/an. — Third and G Streets NE. 

JJoivard.— Fifth and W Streets NW. 

Pa/yne. — Fifteenth and C Streets SE. 

Roi^c Park. — Twenty-seventh nnd O Streets^ NW. 

Willow Tree. — Third, Four and a half, B, and C Streets SW. 

Ida Maif Gales Memorial Play Sfatioii. — Children's Hospital. 
Reno Tennis Courts. — Donaldson and EUieott Streets NW. 

School Yards Open During the Summer, 1926 

WHITE 

Adams. — Seventeenth Street and New Hampshire Avenue NW. 

.l/-/////r.— Artliur TM!ic(' XW. 
/^o/r<"//.— Third and K Streets SW. 
Brookland. — ^Tenth and Monroe Streets NE. 
Buohanan. — ^Thirteenth and E Streets SE. 
Cooke. — S< vciiteontli and Enclid Str(>ets NW. 
Vomjress Hcnihtn. — Conj^ress Heights, D. C. 
Corcoran. — Twenty-eighth and M Streets NW. 

Doniison. — S Street NW.. between Tliirteentli and Fourteenth Streets. 

Eaion. — Tliirty-fonrtli and Lowell Streets NAV. 

Emery. — Lincoln Koud and Prospect Street NE. 

Fairbrother. — ^Tenth and B Streets SW. 

Filmore. — Thirty-fift.li and R Streets NW. 

IfajfCfi.—Vmh and K Str( ets NE. 

Jefferson, Jr. — Sixth and 1) Streets SW. 

Johnson. — Hiatt Place and Lament Street NW. 

/\'r/r7K/»/.— Fifteenth and U Streets SE. 

Ludloir.—^ixth and (i Streets NE. 

Orr. — Twenty-second and Prout Streets SE. 

Polk-Henry. — Seventh and P Streets NW. 

Tcnleif. — Wisconsin Avenne and Yoma Street NW. 

Van Neas. — Third and M Streets SE. 

Weightman. — Twenty-third and M Streets NW. 

Wheail 01/.— Twelfth and N Streets NE. 

Wallaoh.—mghth and D Streets SB. 

COLORED 

Brigf/s'. — Twenty-second Street and Virginia Avenue NW. 

Bruce. — Kenyoii Street NW., between Georgia and Sherman Avenues. 

Burrville. — Burrville, D. C. 

Ch'vehnid.—FAiihXh and T Streets NW. 

Crumniell. — Central Avenue NE. 

Deamvood. — ^Deanwood, D. C. 

Giddi/ngs.— Third and G Streets SE. 

Lorrjoif. — Twelfth and D Streets NE. 

Mayruder. — Eighteenth and M Streets NW. 

Slater-Langston. — North Capitol and P Streets. 

School Yards Open Daily, After School Hours, During the Fall and 

Spring Terms 

WHITE 

Adams. — Seventeenth Street and New Hampshire Avenue NW. 

r'oo/rr.*-Seventeenth and Euclid Streets NW. 
C'orcorff-w.— Twenty-eighth and M Streets NW. 
Hayes.-— Fifth and K Streets NE. 
Jefferson, Jr. — Sixth and D Streets SW. 
Johnson, Jr. — Hiatt Place and Lamont Street NW. 
Wkeatley.— Twelfth and N Streets NE. 
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COLOREH) 

Brigps. — TwcMity-secoiul and E Streets NW. 
GidfUnf/s'.—Thiva ;in<l G Streets SE. 
Magruder. — EiglittHJUtli and M Streets NW. 

MUNICIPAL PLAYGROUNDS— SUMMER SCHEDULE 

RiCHABO S. Tbnxyson, Director of Boys' Activities 

Men Directors' Program 

9.00- 9.45 Baseball. 

9.45-11.00 Button test. 

11.00-12.80 Field and track spurts (train lor interplaygrouud meet). 
1.00- 2.00 Baseball. 

2.0O- 3.00 Apparatus work (stunts, chinning, etc.). 

3.00- 4.00 Button-tost practice ( do not give tests at this time. Let the boys 

practice the various tests). 
4.00- 4.30 Quoits (conduct tournaments for boys in different weight and age 

classes). 

LATB SHIFT 

1.00- 2.00 Basel)!ill. 

2.00- 8.30 Button-test practice. 

3.30- 5.00 Field and track sports (train for interplayground meet). 

5.00- 6.00 Apparatus work, quoits. 

6.00- 7.00 Orjjanized baseball game with two teams picked from your ground. 
Make report of day's work. 

SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS— SUMMER SCHEDULE 

10.00-11.30 Baseball (volley ball where baseball is not allowed). 

11.00 41.80 Athletic button test. 
11. .80- 1.00 Field and track events. 

1.00- 1.80 Free play (lunch time). 

1.30- 2.30 Baseball. 

2..80- 8.80 Quoits. 

3.30- 4.30 Conte-Jts of various kinds (ma.ss piny, volley ball, stunts). 
4.30- 6.00 Competitive baseball games (organize two teams and play seven 
inninj;s). 
Make report of day's work. 

MUNICIPAL PLAYGROUNDS— SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Maudb N. I'ABKER, Divector of Girls' Activities 

Women Direotobs' Pbogbams 

9.00- 9.80 Apparatus work, or free and running games. 
9.30-10.00 Organized games. 
10.00-10.80 Storit^s. 
10.00-11.00 Wadinji pool (girls). 
10.30-11.00 Rintr games. 
11.00-12.00 Kintler?;arten. 
11.00-12.00 ^^•ading pool (boys). 
12.00- 1.00 Free play. 
1.00- 1.30 Stories and quiet games. 

Attend to giving out material, disciplining ground, etc. 
1.30- 3.00 r.asketry or construction work. 

Athletic button test for boys. 
3.00- 4.00 Athletic button test for girls. 
Games for boys. 

Wading jwol (girls). • 
4.00- 5.00 Wading iH)ol (boys). 

4.00- 6.00 Industrial work, sewing, knitting, crocheting, etc. 
0.00- t).80 Free play (time to get gr(^und in order for evening). 
6.30- 7.00 King games, folk dances, music. 

Make report of day's work. . j 
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10.00-10.30 

10.30-11.00 
11.00-11.30 
11.30-12.30 
12.30- 1.00 
1.00- 2.00 
2.00- 2.30 
2.30- 3.00 
3.00- 5.00 
5.00- 5.30 
5.30- 6.00 



Organized games^ or free and running games. 

Stories. , 

King games. 

Kindergarten. 

Free play (lunch time). 

Athletic button test. 
Stories and quiet games. 

Paddle tennis, croquet, quoits, beau-bag games. 
Industrial work (sewing, embroidering, knitting, crocheting). 
Minor sports, tether, new games. 
Free play. 



Make report of day's work. 



ATHLETIC BUTTON TEST 



It was deemed feasible during the year to revise the athletic effi- 
ciency test rules, as the youngsters come to the playgrounds young 
and by the time they had reached the age that the first test could be 
taken most of them went through the necessary events with ease. 
This is looked upon as a good si^ by the playground department 
workers, as the old test was considered dimcult several years ago, 
showing that the younger generation of the District is becoming more 
proficient in its sports. The revised test is considerably morfe diffi- 
cult than the old, and it should st&nd as a worthy proof of athletic 
proficiency for several years. 



ItEvisED Athletic Button Test 

OIBLS* BBONZD-BT7TTON TEST 



Goal throwing : Thow a basket ball into its goal twice out of six trials from 
the 15-foot line. 
Dash: Fifty-yard dash in 8% seconds. 

r.ahiiiciiif; : Walk tlie loiifjrth of the beam and return, using the high step; 
execute one original step. Contestants may have two trials. 
Polk dancing: Two dances. Contestant judged in memory and spirit. 
Swimming: Swim 20 feet 

Poiato race: Run a potato raco in 2.1 seconds. (Place four potatoes 10 feet 
ai>art, the tii-st one being 10 feet from the starting line.) The contestant runs 
and picks up the first potato, places over the line; then the second, and so on 
until all are taken. 

oisLs' silver-buttoni test 

Throw for distance: Throw a basket ball, covering at least 50 feet. 
Dash : Sixty-yard dash in 8% sec(mds. 

Swimming': Swim length of playground pool (80 feet), using free style and 

back strokes. 

Sportsmanship: Play in an organized series with at least six games on the 
.•^ohedule in any of the following: Basket ball, schlag ball, dodj^e ball, volley 
hall, or play through a tennis or tin-can golf tournament of the round-robin 
type. 

Goal throwing:' Thow a basket ball into its goal four out of six trials from 

the 15-fo<)t line. 

Folk dancinj?: Three dauces (not used in previous test). Contestants judged 
in memory and spirit. 

girls' goli>-button test 

I^eadership: Assif^t with kindergarten, ring games, or , free games at least 
twice a week for a month, averaging two hours a week. 

Sportsmanship: Be able to play and officiate at least four of the following 
games: Basket baU, schlag ball, volley baU, tennis, dodge ball, and quoits. 

63637—27 2 
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Vocational: Complete two pieces of industrial work along the following 
lines — Sewing, knitting, crocheting, and basketry. 

Swimming: Swim out to person supposedly drewnlag, grasp with accepted 
hold, and tow the remaining length of pool. 

Folk dancing: Four dances (not used in previous test). Contestant judged 
in memory and spirit. 

Throw for distance : Throw a basket ball, covering at least 65 feet. 

A gill must complete four out of six activities to win a button. 
Only one button may be earned in a year. 

boys' bbonze-button test 

Goal throwing (three out of six trials) : Contestant must throw three bafkets 

out of six attempts from tlie 15-foot mark. 
Dash : Fifty yards in eiglit seconds. 
Running hop, step, and jump: Twenty-six fet't. 
Chin four times with l?ody rigid. 
Standing broad jump: Five fe^t four inches. 
Swim : Thirty feet. ' 

boys' SIl^VER-'BUTTON TE^T 

Throw three strikes out of live from a distance of 50 feet. A strike is a ball 

passing over the home plate between the knee and shoulders of a batter ab(mt 
the height of the contestant. Batter should Stand in erect position. 

Dash: Sixty yards in eight seconds. 

Bunnlng hop, step, and Jump : Twenty-eight feet. 

Chin six times with body rigid. 

Swim the length of playground pool (80 feet), using buck, crawl, and breast 
stroke. 

Throw four goals out of »ix attempts from 15-foot line. 

boys' GOin-BUTTON TEST 

Organize teams and officiate in 10 regulaticm games. 
One hundred-yard dash: Twelve seconds. 
Running hop, step, and jump: Thirty feet. 
Chin eight times with body rigid. 
Running broad jump: Sixteen feet. 

start at end of ])ool and swim to person in center supposedly drowning, grasp 
suit or hail", and tow him remaining length. 

A boy must complote four of the six events tp win button. 
Only one button a year may be won. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BASEBALL 

The elomentary school baseball series was opened in March and 
continued until June 15. As in soccer, two series in each of the 
seven divisions ^vere held, one for the seventh and ei<rhth <rv'<ide boys 
and one for the sixth <rraders. It was the first time that a baseball 
series for the small boys had been conducted, and it Avas well received. 
In the two tourneys there were 140 teams and about 4,000 boys 
entered. No city series was held for the sixth-grade leagues, but 
pennants were awarded each of the seven division champions by this 
department. 

The seniors' city-championship games, as usual, created city-wide 
attention, and the hi<rh type of competition that has characterized 
these annual <rames ajrain prevailed. After some heated contests 
. Gales-Blake won the eastern-section championship and Monroe won 
the title in the western. The two sectional champions then met in 



what was planned to be a best 2 out of d series, but an 11-inning tie 
in the second match necessitated 4^ames before Gales-Blake was 
declared the city champion and received the playground trophy em* 

blematic of the same. 

The divisions and champions were: Blooniingdale, Langdon 
Scliool; Columbia Heigl>ts, Monroe School; Garfield, Smallwood- 
Bowen Scliool; Georgetown, E. V. Brown School; Rosedale, Maury 
School; Virginia Avenue, Ketcham School; and Plaza, Gales- 
Blake School. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TRACK 

Realizing that the present reorganization period of the ^ementary 
schools was likely to nave some effect on the playground competitive 
activities in the gtchools, the pjaygroimd directors pi^t forth Wra 
efforts to interest the boys in the annual spring meets. As a result 
the seven divisions and the city meet surpassed all previous marks. 
Another incentive to the young track athletes was the well-condi- 
tioned Plaza track that has been available to schoolboys from every 
section of the city since last spring. This track is one of the most 
important single factors in the playground organization, and its 
location could not be more ideal. It lies in the center of the city near 
the Union Station and is reached by bus lines and street cars from 
every section of Washington. 

Monroe School's track team won the annual city meet after a hard 
struggle with 40 teams that had qualified for the finals. When the 
final points were tallied it was found that the winners had but a four- 
point margin qver E. V. Brown, the runner up. 

The divisions and champions were: Blooniingdale, John Bur- 
roiio'hs; Columbia Heights. Monroe; Garfield, Wallach ; Georgetown, 
E. V. Blown; Plaza, Gales- Arthur ; Virginia Avenue, Buchanan; 
and Rosedale, Maury. . . 

ELEMENTARX SCHOOL SOCCER BALL 

The number of boys who took part in the municipal playgrounds 
department's elementary school soccer series during the season 

1926- 27, was 2,500, slightly more than double the figure of 1925-26.. 
So enthused were the youngsters over the game that the play- 
ground officials formed leagues for the sixth-grade boys in addition 
to tlie usual senior tourney, composed of boys in the seventh and 
ei^rhth grades. In all, 149 teams entered the two sections. No city- 
wide tourney was held for the sixth graders although plans are being 
formulated to select a sixth grade city champion for the season of 

1927- 28 similar to the series held each year for the senior elementary 
school soccerists. 

The city champion trophy was won by the Peabody School, eastern 
section finalists, after a hard-fought series with Park View School, 
leaders in the western section. Four games were required to settle 
the title. 

Peabody won the firsjt match 1 to 0 and Park View took the second 
^ to 1. The third was a scoreless tie and the fourth and deciding 
match was won by Peabody 4 to 1. It is Peabody's first soccer 
championship. 
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Color was given tiie series when players from the Washington 
Soccer League, a newly formed adult organization composed largely 
of legation attaches and former local grade-schoal boys, volunteered 
as officials, while many of the foreign diplomatic colony stood on the 
side lines and shouted instructions and advice to the youthful 
players. 

boys' tennis 

Tennis tournaments for boys 16 years of age and under were 
promoted on all grounds having tennis courts and the winners com- 
peted in a city-wide tourney for the city championship. Twenty 
grounds had representatives in the finals and 920 boys participated 
m the preliminary games. 

The 20 winners were divided into eastern and western sections, 10 
in each, and the final match was between the finalists of each section. 
The (larfield representative won the eastern section and Mitchell 
Park's champion won the western section, and after five thrilling sets 
the Mitchell Park lad won the title. 

C0U>RED INTERPLAYGROUND TRACK MEET 

Having as prizes the Post medals and cup, colored playground 
athletes numbering 620 vied for honors on the Cardozo track in the 
third annual interplayground field and track meet. Logan play- 
ground won for the second consecutive year. Boys qualified for the 

finals by entering elimination meets on the various grounds. Some- 
remarkable records were made by the youthful athletes, one of the 
most noteworthy being an 18-fo()t leap by a 100-pound-class boy. In 
all, five new records were made. 

COLORED BASEBALL 

Toward the end of the summer season a baseball league was organ- 
ized for the colored-school playgrounds. The teams Were divided 
into two sections and after playing through a schedule the champions 
of each played a three-game series. Magruder playground won the 
title. 

INTERPLAYGROUND TRACK MEET 

The greatest track year in the history of playgrounds was enjoyed 
durmg the fiscal year of the present reporting. As has been men- 
tioned m ])rovious reports, this department is partial to track activi- 
ties, as many more boys are given an opportunity to compete than 
m any other sport. 

Early in the year the Washington Post proffered cups and medals 
to the playground department for its track meets and, with this as 
an added incentive, boys swarmed to the playgrounds by the thou- 
sands to tram for the teams that were to compete in the final meet. 

Eliminations were held on each ground, in which it is conserva- 
tively estimated that 15,000 took part. On August 17, 1,320 boys, 
representing 40 white grounds, reported on the Plaza playground 
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quarter-mile track for what resulted in the ^rreatest demonstration 
of its kiiul ever lield by this dej)artment. "Wlien the meet was about 
half tiuislied, rain hailed the <i:anies, ami after several i)ostponements 
the contests were coniph^ted, with the interest increased by the post- 
ponements rather than decreased. 

After the ch)sest kind of competition, (ireor<retown Playizround 
won the meet and custody of the Washin<4ton Post cup for a period 
of one year. Georgetown scored 31 points, Plaza 30i^. 

INTERPOOL SWIMMING MEET 

The annual swimming meet between the Rosedale and Georgetown 
playgrciund i)()ols was conducted on a larger scale than in previous 
years. Instead of forming teams from frequenters of these two 
phiy<rrounds only, boys in the entire eastern section of the city were 
encouraged to try for tlie Rosedale team, and likewise in the western 
secti(tn for the (Georgetown team. 

Trials were held in each ])ool and the life guards selected repre- 
sentative teams. The finals were held at Rosedale and resulted in 
an overwhelming victory for the honie-tank men. 

COLORED SWIMMING MEET 

Having but one colored pool, competition for the colored swimmers 
is handled, necessarily, in a somewhat different manner from the 
white. Announcement was made that a swimming meet would be 
held and entries were accepted at the pool for three weeks previous. 

Prizes were donated by merchants in the vicinity of the How'ard 
l)laygroun(l, whei-e the ])()ol is located, and the boys were divided into 
age and weight classes to comi)ete for them. About 200 swimmers 
crowded around the inclosure on the day of the meet, waiting for 
their events to be called. Boys from every section of the city entered. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES ON COLORED PLAYGROUNDS 

An active yeai- was enjoyed on the colored playgrounds; all activi- 
ties indulged in by the children on the white playgrounds were pro- 
moted. Leagues for volley ball, baseball, and basket ball were spon- 
sored on each ground, and interplayground contests were arranged 
tor tennis and track. Particular attenticm was paid to the button 
lest on colored playgrounds and a large number of boys passed the 
first test and were awarded bi-onze buttons. Quoits and horseshoe 
jiitching continued to be popular, and tournaments for both sports 
were held on every playground. 

INTERPLAYGROUND BASKET BALL 

The third annual intei'])layground basket ball series b(d(l during 
t!ie })ast fall brought 20 playgi'ounds into com])etition. These were 
<livided into four 5-team leagues and the champions of each met in 
a city championship series. About 250 boys played in the games. 
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girls' activities 

Girls mmil)erin<i: 10,000 took part in or<j:anized activities on the 
Washington playgrounds during the past year. An approximate 
division follows: Three thousand entered the track and field events 
which were conducted on all playgrounds; 400 participated in the 
city finals; 1,380 played on the schlag ball teams in the elementary 
school leagues; 260 took part in the swimming meets; 1,060 played 
in the school basket-ball series; over 800 played in the tennis tourna- 
ments; 800 in the interplayground basket-ball league and 860 in the 
dodge-ball tournament. In addition to the above activities there were 
leagues in volley ball and newcomb. 

INTERPLAYGROUND TENNIS 

Tennis tournaments were conducted in fJuly on all playgrounds 
having the facilities, the winners qualifying for the city tournament 
held in August. Eighteen grounds were represented by teams of 
doubles in the final tourney which was played in sections in the 
round-robin fashion. Mitchell Park won section 1, Bloomingdale 
section 2, Xew York Avenue section 3, and Garfield s(H'ti(m 4. In the 
semifinals Blooniingdale defeated Mitcliell Park (> — 4, 8 — (>. 6 — 8, and 
(larfield defeated Xew York Avenue 8 — 6, 6 — 1. (Jarfield took two 
straight sets fi'oni Bloomingdale in the final match (5 — 4 and 6 — 3, 
thus claiming the playground city tennis title for 1926. 

girls' interplayground track meet 

The third annual field and track meet for girls was held on the 
Plaza plaj^round during the first week in September in which 400 
iris participated. Preceding the finals, preliminary meets were con- 
ucted on all playgrounds, the winners qualifying for the city meet. 
It was one of the most popular events of the year. Georgetown play- 
ground with 33 points won, and New York Avenue playground and 
Virginia Avenue playground tied for second })lace with V.) points. 
The other scorers were: Rosedale, IT; Bloomingdale. 14: (iartield, 
12; Takoma, 12: Twin Oaks, 12; Plaza, 10: Iowa, 1): :\Iitcliell Park. 
8; Montrose Park,^; Chevy Chase, 4; Adams, 3; Phillips, 3; and 
Columbia Road, 1. 

The Washin^on Post's gold, silver, and bronze medals were pre- 
sented to the girls placing first, second, and third in each event. The 
cup was awarded the playground scoring the most number of points. 

fall activities Tom. girls 

The cooler (hiys of autumn is the time of oui" more vigorous sports 
and games. Basket ball is the most j)opular activity at this season. 
There are eight leagues rei)i-esenting tlie elementary ])ublic schools, 
and these games are conducted on the plavgrounds after school 
hours. The interplayground league games take place on Saturdays. 
The smaller grounds have leagues in dodge ball, Newcomb ball, and 
many other games that are popular to that type of ground. 
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BASKET BALL 

Tt is estimated that 1,4G0 ^ii'ls ])layed basket ball in or<ianized 
lea<^ues the past fall. Of this number the majority played in the 
elementary-school series which is conducted each year by the depart- 
ment. This league was divided into six divisions, with the following 
schools winning in their respective sections; Langdon School in 
Bloomingdale, Park View School in Columbia Heights, Curtis-Hyd€ 
in Georgetown, Peabody in Plaza, Blow School in Rosedale, and 
Buchanan School in Virginia Avenue. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SCHLAG BALL 

Sixty-five scliools were represented in the <^raded-school schlag 
ball series conducted (lurin<r tlie sprin<r numths, with 1,14-8 oirls ])lay- 
iii^ on the teams. The league was divided into seven divisions. The 
winner in each divisicm was as follows: Bloomingdale, Keene School; 
Columbia Heights, Park View School; Garfield, Van Ness School; 
Georgetown, Curtis-Hyde School; Plaza, Peabody School; Virginia 
Avenue, Buchanan School ; and Rosedale, Pierce School. 

girls' ACTIVITIES ON COLORED PLAYGROUNDS 

The daily program on the colored playgrounds is the same as the 
one used on the white grounds, with athletics, games, stories, indus^ 
trial work, kindergarten, singing games, and folk dances. Track 
meets and tennis tournaments were held; efficiency tests given; ele- 
mental y-school basket ball and schlag ball leagues were conducted 
and swimming taught. 

Handwork was exhibited on each ground at the close of the sum- 
mvv season, some of it being shown in the industrial exhibit under 
tlic aus])ices of the chamber of commeire. The children had a part 
in tlie j)r()<zram given by the colored emj)loyees of the District 
Building in honor of Commissioner Rudolph. 

TENNIS ON COLORED PLAYGROUNDS 

Preliminary tennis tournaments were held on all playgrounds 
having the facilities before the finals were conducted. Each one was 
represented by a team of doubles in the city tourney. Howard won 
the title for i926. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SCHLAG BALL ON COLORED GROUNDS 

The graded-scliool schlag ball league was divided into four di- 
visions, with 400 girls taking part in the games. Tlie folloAving 
schools won in their res])ective sections: New Bell School in the Car- 
dozo: Shaw% Jr., in the Howard; Douglas-Twining in the Logan; and 
Wormley in the Rose Park. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BASKET BALL ON COLORED GROUNDS 

A basket ball series from the elementary public schools Avas con- 
ducted on three of the coloi'ed playgrounds, with the following schools 
victorious: Logan School in the Logan division; Phillips School in 
the Rose Park division, and the Wilson School in the Howard di- 
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vision. Each school was presented with a silver cup, to remain in 
its possession for one year. 

girls' INTERPLAYGROUND BASKET BALL 

For the first time in the history of playgrounds girls' organized 
basket ball was played outdoors during the month of January. The 
girls' interplayground series began in the late fall and continued 
through January. Eighteen teams were entered in the league. This 
league was divided into four sections so the girls would not have to 
go far from home for the games. (TO()r<j:etown was the winner in sec- 
lion 1. Iowa Avenue in section 2, Kosedalo in section ?>, and Plaza 
in section 4. Koscdalc defeated Plaza in tlie eastern division, and 
Iowa Avenue defeated (ie()r<ret()wn in the westei'n. The Avinning 
teams met in a three-game series, Iowa Avenue taking two straight 
games. 

girls' swimming meets 

Swimming meets for girls were staged in the (leorgetown and 
Rosedale pools, all girls physically fit being eligible to compete. The 
winners then met in an interpool meet held at Georgetown pool, 
August 31. The girls were divided into two classes and suitable 
events were arranged, the contestants being allowed to enter tw^ 
races and one other event. The western section of the city scored the 
most number of points for the third consecutive year so the Lewton 
Cup remains at Georgetown playground. 

THE girls' athletic TEST 

Test buttons are given to the girls by the department for efficiency 
in various playground activities. Thei'e are three tests for which 
they receive, respectively, bronze, sih er, anil gold buttons, only one 
being awarded to a girl in any one year. They must excel in leader- 
ship, sportsmanship, goal throwing, swimming, hiking, balancing, 
and folk dancing. 

The buttons represent a woman bearing in her right hand the palm 
of victory and in her left hand the torch of wisdom with the eagle 
at her feet representing strength, and the mace, a symbol of power at 
her side. 

The highest award, the gold button, was given to 50 girls last year. 
One hundred and eighty-five received silver buttons and 721 received 
bronze buttons. 

FESTIVALS 

Special attention has been given this bi-anch of playground work. 
Each season brings its own particular need along this interesting line 
of recreation. The children look forward in springtime to May Day. 
They delight in the preparation for the lawn party in August, while 
joy is unbounded when the Hallowe'en goblin is mentioned, and with 
the first cold days of winter Christmas and the Christmas party is 
the main topic. All through the year the directors arranged many 
novel events for the patrons of the municipal playgrounds — ^baby 
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sliows, doll parties, character parties, pet shows, and patriotic 
celebrations. 

STORY TELLING 

Story telling is a big attraction for the smaller children on the 
playgrounds. In the summer, especially during the hours when the 
weather is too warm for active games, the director finds a shady spot 
for the children and tells them tales of gallant knights and fairy 
princes, legends of old, and the wonders of nature. The stories are 
carefully selected so that the children may get the best in literature. 
Ap|)r()priate ])ati'iotic and seasonal stories are selected for special 
days. Story telling increases the attention and ^^o the power ot con- 
centration. T\w retelling of the story by the children should lead to 
the use of good English. 

KINDERGARTEN 

During the fiscal year covered by this report special emphasis was 
given to outdoor kindergarten work for the little children. Play- 
ground kindergartens are pure play along educational lines. The 
work done is very elementary and the classes have proven very inter- 
esting. There is usuall}^ a period of songs and fingei- plays, tlien a 
story ^Yllich may be the basis of handwork to follow; the handwork 
consists of paper cutting, card sewing, crayoning, and weaving. The 
a<re of tlie children vary from 3 to 7. The work is adapted to their 
individual ability, the older ones helping the younger ones and the 
tcaclKM- lielping all. The work is not fine or small but planned after 
Montessori methods. ^ 

INDUSTRIAL WORK 

The handcraft and industrial work in playgrounds develop creative 
powers and latent talents of the child. To direct the mind of the 
child toward useful occupation takes tact and ingenuity, each child 
selecting that form of occupational play most attractive to him. 
The result of the sunmier's work has been most satisfactory. Indus- 
trial exhibits were held on all grounds during the nK>nth of 
September. 

REPAIR ANn CONSTRUCTION DIVISION 

Two new playgrounds were equipped for use tliis year and the 
apparatus on all grounds has been kept in repair by the construction 
force, under the supervision of the inspector of playgrounds. The 
surfacing, grading, and drainage of the grounds demands constant 
attention. The equipment is periodically inspected as to safety. 
The headquarters of the repair and construction division is at 1062 
Wisconsin Avenue NW. The number of men carried on the labor 
roll varies during the year. They are directly responsible to the 
inspector for all work, materials, and tools. 
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REPORT OF THE BATHING POOLS AND SWIMMING 

POOLS 

Under the direction of F. J. Brunner, superintendent, the munici- 
pal bathing pools at Seventeenth and 13 Streets SW. weie opentMl 
for the season of 1926 on June 1() and closed September hs, aiul 
opened a<rain on May IG until June :)(), 1927. Durinu- that liuie a 
total of 57,554 availed themselves of the free ])rivile<i:e ; :i,495 jiatron- 
ized the classes. The monthly attendance shows that July is tlie 
most popular month at tlie pools. Tlie attendance of the year fol- 
lows: July — o'irls and wtmien 11,291, ^iils' classes, 1,116; boys and 
men 12,;349, boys' classes, 1,146; total, 25,902. For August— girls and 
women 8,142, girls' classes 436 ; boys and men 6,728, boys' classes, 453 ; 
total, 15,759. For September — girls and women 1,011, boys and men 
772; total, 1,783. For May — girls and women 1,015, boys and men 
1,695; total, 2,710. For June— <jirls and women 5,821, girls' classes 
129; boys and men 5,255, boys' classes, 215; total, 11,420. In addi- 
tion to the elementary swimming there were classes in life savinL^ 

The pools, the largest of which is 45 by 100 feet, are emptied 
and cleaned every night. The water is kept sterile by introducing 
chloride of lime in quantity sufficient to give two |)arts chlorine tt) 
a million ])arts of water: this every six hours. The pools were open 
to the public from 6 a. m. to 6 p. ni. 

PLAYGROUND SWIMMING POOLS 

Pools are located on the following playgrounds: Georgetown, 
Thirty-third Street and Volta Place: Kosedale. Seventeenth and 
Kramer Streets NE.; and Howard, Fifth and W Streets NW. (col- 
ored). Eacli pool will accommodate 100 bathers at a time. The 
pools arc of the open-air tyi)e, 2(S feet wide and 75 feet long, with a 
sloi)ing depth of 81/2. feet to Gi/o feet. p:ach pool holds about 1)6,000 
gallons of water, which is supplied from the city main. The water 
is filtered and the pools are so constructed that an overflow is always 
going off while thej are in use. The water was frequently tested by 
the health authorities and the pools have been kept in a good sanitary 
condition. 

(Georgetown i)ool was ()i)en for boys from 9 a. m. to 6 p. m. on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and for girls on the same hours 
Tuesdays, Tliursdays, and Saturdays, with 19,525 in attendance. 
Rosedale [)ool, with the same hoiu's, had boys' day on Tuesdays. 
Thursdays, and Saturdays, and girls' Mondays, AVeduesdays, and 
Fridays, with 32,991 in attendance. Howard i)ool was open from 
6 a. ni. for mixed swinnning for adults and from 9 a. m. until 6 
p. m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays for girls, with the same 
hours for boys on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, with 36,647 
in a^iteiidance. 

Swimming classes for boys and girls were held daiily. The life- 
guards alternated in the instruction of the bo^s, and a woman in- 
structor held classes on girls' day at Georgetown and liosedale. It 
is estinuited (hat the boys' classes were attended by approximately 
650 during the season, and nearly 1,200 entered the girls* classes. 

One of the life guards at Howard i)()ol was an accredited Red 
Cross swimming examiner, who gave swimming tests and awarded 
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the Ked Cross buttons to 73, including 29 swimmers and 44 beij^inners. 
There was always a woman attendant at Howard on girLs" days. The 
pools were well patronized during the season of 1926, and record 
attendance was established in several , instances. Howard pool had 
an attendance of 1.G95 in one day, which is the highest recorded at 
any of the pools. It is obvious that accommodations at the present 
time are inadequate for such crowds. The total attendance on all 
three pools for the season 1926 was 89,163. 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

There is no factor more potent in determining the character of the 
tuliire citizen than play. The greatest lessons in life may })e learned 
in organized play — obedience, teamwork, respect for the rights of 
others — all desirable qualifications in the coming citizen. -TTie park 
]ilaygrounds are far more attractive to the child than any other. 
Phi \ grounds should be within walking distance of every boy ancj 
girl, as most children can not afford to pay car fare. 

We believe that street ])lay is never advisable; we believe that the 
lecreation department should be interested in neighborhood festivals 
lather than in city-wide celebrations. AVe believe the establishment 
of ('(iiiippcd playgrounds on land not owned by the District, the 
schools, or the Federal (Government, is poor policy. 

Kccreation on i)laygroun(ls has a wide and varied scope. The 
responsibility is constant and must be assumed by every citizen who 
interests himself in civic good if every child is *^ finally to be given 
opportunity for supervised play within walking distance of the home, 
just as necessary as this is the provision of athletic fields for the older 
boys of the community. 

Field houses shoukl be constructed that are attractive, and the 
Itinldings shordd be of such size as to provide generous accommoda- 
tions: ofHce for the dii'ector and one or moi-e recreation rooms to be 
lix'd in cxtieniely hot, cold, oi- stoi'iny weathei". In the best type of 
held iiousc. shower l)aths, dressing rooms, and lockers aie included. 
At present, with the excej)tion of (Jeorgetown and liosedale, the 
shelters on the playgi'ounds owned by the District are not attractive 
or comfortable. The lodges constructed by the Federal Government 
at Garfield and Willow Tree are pleasing in appearance and would 
he generally satisfactory if they had a larger general playroom for 
indoor use. 

The playgrounds of Washington have now been in operation 24 
years and at no time, has there been sufficient funds to put these play- 
^'loiuids in shipshape. Many of the old grounds are now in need of 
resurfacing, the new sites need grading, they all need lan(lsca])ing, 
some need the installing of water mains, building of fences, and most 
of thciu need a c-ommunity or Held house and wading ])ools. The 
]^<>])ulation of our city so far as can be seen will increasingly continue 
as will the helplessness of the children and youth to determine their 
environment. 

. In view of the fact that the swimming facilities of the city will be 
inereased by the opening of the new pools recently authorized by 
C ongress, it would be well, starting next season, to use the pools on 
tlie Monument grounds as teaching pools entirely. The facilities are 
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ami)le for G classes of about 20 at one time. The subjects taui^lit 
should consist of elementary and advanced swimming, fancy diving, 
and life-saving. 

In view of the foregoing I beg to respectfully make the foUowmg 
recommendations : 

That the municiijal pools at Seventeenth and B Streets be turned 
into a free swimming and life-saving school open to children and 
adults of both sexes. 

That in the vicinity of small playgrounds additional athletic heids 
be provided. 

That in the openin^r of new subdivisions in the city, one-tenth of 
the t^round, exclusive of streets, be set aside for [)lay<rrounds. 

That every playground be provided with a wa(lin<r ])ool and the 
lar<rer grounds with a swimming pool, to be free to the children of the 
District. • 

That swimming pools for colored people be given immediate con- 
sideration. 

That every playground be provided with a field house large enough 

for indoor recreation in extreme hot or cold weather. 

That public-spirited citizens be reminded that there is no <Lrift that 
can be made to the city of greater use and enjoyment, with more 
lastinir honor to the donor, than the gift of land for a public 
playground. 

That branch lil)raries be opened on all j)lay<j:rounds. 

That a part of the reservation known as Judiciary S([uare he trans- 
ferred by Congress to the control of the District commissioners to be 
used for playground purposes. The exact location of the section 
desired is that part of the square north from E Street extending to 
F Street, between Fourth and Fifth Streets. 

I take pleasure in presenting this report and have much pride in 
calling your attention to the splendid corps of efficient playground 
workers and the hearty cooperation of th.e various city departments. 
T am irrateful to all wlio have aided in the advancement of this woi'k. 
The de})artment has had a strenuous but encouraging year in meeting 
the demands of its growing work. In closing I wish to extend my 
sincere appreciation to the daily press of the city for having con- 
tributed to the pleasure of the children and the success of the year by 
so generously giving space to our activities, bringing before the 
public the achievements of the playgrounds. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Susie Root Rhodes, 
Supervisor of Playgrounds, 

o 



